appeals in behalf of the oppressed, and his thrilling demonstrations of the 
"irrepressible conflict" between freedom and slavery, which subsequent time has 
proved to be almost prophetic. And we can but be filled with awe and reverence 
as we stand in the presence, or recall the memory, of the few who, at that early 
day, cast the moral horoscope with such wonderful precision, and seemed 
possessed of an almost superhuman assurance that 
"The harvest-fields of freedom should be crowned with sunny sheen;" 
While now, in less than a quarter of a century of time, or generation of 
men, we can see the splendid vision almost realized, and 
"The whole broad land is tonged with fire an freedom's harvest" 
For several successive elections from the organization of the Liberty Party, 
Mr. Rowell was a candidate for Congress, always carrying more than its full vote, 
from his universally-admitted fitness for the position. And when, at a subsequent 
day, this little band, by the silent & legitimate aggression of truth upon error, and 
also the sudden accession of the Free Soil element, and still later of the Free 
Democracy, had grown into a controlling majority, nothing prevented the election 
of Mr. Rowell to Congress but the very questionable policy, which has too often 
been adopted, of surrendering its tried and faithful standard-bearers for some 
favorite among the new-comers-content, if its principles could be espoused, to 
bestow the rewards of position elsewhere. 
Among the many honorable and responsible trust committed to him 
by his fellow-citizens, we may mention that for several years he represented his 
town in the House of Representatives, his county in the Senate, and also held the 
office of Bank Commissioner for the State in 1861 and 1862-which position he 
resigned to accept the appointment of Commissary of Subsistence in the army. 
Inability to endure the climate compelled him to leave the army nearly two years 
ago. In all these trusts he manifested a degree of ability and fidelity highly 
creditable to himself and gratifying to his friends. 
At an early age Mr. Rowell made a public profession of faith in Christ 
by uniting with the Baptist church-a connection which he maintained till his 
death. Those who knew him most intimately knew best the strength of his 
religious convictions and faith. This hope greatly sustained and comforted him as 
the lamp of life went out. Ever since the removal of the New Hampton Institution 
to Fairfax, he has been its staunch friend and patron, and, we believe, trustee. 
Mr. Rowell leaves, to morn their irreparable loss, a devoted and 
accomplished wife- a help-meet indeed,-and six children, the oldest a Lieutenant 

